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WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER 
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, INC. 

Fall 2014/Nov 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I know it’s a cliché, but it IS hard to believe that another fall is here and we are approaching Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, 2014.  However, before those holidays, we of the “military family”, along with the rest of the 
Country observe Veterans Day.  Many of us remember that our current Veterans Day was originally called 
Armistice Day in recognition of the official end of WWI at 1100 on 11 November 1918…the eleventh hour of 
the eleventh day of the eleventh month.  Back then the world hoped this was also the end of the “war to end 
all wars”.  How relatively short-lived that turned out to be with the rise of Nazi Germany and fascist Italy under 
Hitler and Mussolini over the next two decades.  Bad guys existed back then and bad guys continue to trou-
ble our world today.  All we have to do is watch the nightly news to see it first-hand.  And when the bad guys 

do bad things, our military will be called upon to “clean up”. 

Back to Veterans Day on 11 November.  Please pay attention to any number of activities that are planned in 
our area to honor veterans, their service, and their sacrifices.  Depending on where you are, there may be a 
parade, a ceremony, or a court-house honor guard to pay tribute to veterans.  Plan to participate if you can.  
With fewer and fewer people joining our active forces, it’s critical that we as MOAA members keep the faith 
with our military brethren and show that we support them as well as our former and retired military…and their 
families.  Our MOAA chapter will once again participate in the Columbus parade on the 11th. Join us if you 
can. 
Thinking of support…your Chapter 1st VP, my wife, and I had the fortunate opportunity to attend MOAA’s 
Southeastern Leadership Symposium in Jacksonville recently.  There we enjoyed the company of 450 fellow 
Chapter members from throughout the southeast US plus the MOAA national leadership team from head-
quarters.  To tell you it was an impressive collection of professionals would be an understatement.  Rest as-
sured our MOAA organization is in good hands from the grassroots to the very top…working hard every day 

to support our active, former, and retired veterans…officer and enlisted. 

Our chapter’s next meeting will be held on Saturday, 15 November.  This promises to be a very special meet-
ing as our guest speaker is Col. Mike Hayden, USAF (Ret).  Mike has been a member of MOAA’s national 
staff since 2005; and is currently the Director of Government Relations.  Please join us for a social hour at 
1100 with buffet lunch and a program following at noon.  This will all happen at the 

Hendersonville Country Club. 

Until then, have a wonderful month.  Keep warm.  And be safe.  And on 4 Novem-

ber please remember to VOTE. 

Best Regards; 

John 
Saturday, Nov 15 Quarterly General Meeting 

Hendersonville Country Club 11AM Social  
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MOAA LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Karen McKay LTC USAR-Ret 

October 2014 

Legislation concerning the military and national security in the past session of Congress: 

Recent House Votes 
 

Veterans Benefits - Conference Report - Vote Passed (420-5, 7 Not Voting) 

The House voted to suspend the rules and adopt the conference report on a bill that would authorize $10 bil-
lion in emergency spending for care at non-Veterans Affairs facilities and allow veterans to obtain health care 
at such facilities if they live more than 40 miles from a VA clinic or can't get an appointment at a VA clinic 
within 30 days. It would provide $5 billion for expedited authority to hire more doctors, nurses and other health 

care professionals and would authorize leases for the opening of 27 new VA health facilities. 
 

Rep. Patrick McHenry voted YES Rep. Mark Meadows voted YES 
 

Supplemental Border Appropriations - Passage - Vote Passed (223-189, 20 Not Voting) 
The House voted to pass a bill that would provide $694 million for federal agencies involved in border control 
and the housing and care of unaccompanied migrant children apprehended at the U.S.-Mexico border for the 
rest of fiscal 2014, including $405 million for Homeland Security Department border security and law enforce-

ment activities. 
 

Rep. Patrick McHenry voted YES Rep. Mark Meadows voted YES  
 

Fiscal 2015 Continuing Resolution - Passage - Vote Passed (319-108, 4 Not Voting) 
The House voted to pass a joint resolution that would provide funding for federal government operations until 
Dec. 11, 2014, at an annualized rate of $1.012 trillion. It would provide $88 million for government efforts to 
fight the Ebola virus, provide U.S. border agencies with budget flexibility to maintain current border protection 
and enforcement activities, and extend the Export-Import Bank's operating authority through June 30, 2015. 
 

Rep. Patrick McHenry voted YES Rep. Mark Meadows voted NO  
 

Recent Senate Votes 

McDonald Nomination - Confirmation - Vote Confirmed (97-0, 3 Not Voting) 
 

The Senate voted to confirm President Barack Obama's nomination of Robert Alan McDonald of Ohio to be 
secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
 

Sen. Richard Burr voted YES       Sen. Kay Hagan voted YES 
 

Veterans Benefits - Conference Report - Vote Agreed to (91-3, 6 Not Voting) 
 

The Senate voted to adopt the conference report on a bill that would provide for $10 billion in emergency 
spending for care at non-Veterans Affairs facilities and allow veterans to obtain health care at such facilities if 
they live more than 40 miles from a VA clinic or can't get an appointment at a VA clinic within 30 days. It would 
provide for $5 billion in spending for expedited authority to hire more doctors, nurses and other health care 
professionals and would authorize leases for the opening of 27 new VA health facilities. The bill is cleared for 
the president’s signature. 
 

Sen. Richard Burr voted YES      Sen. Kay Hagan voted Not Voting 
 

Fiscal 2015 Continuing Resolution - Passage - Vote Passed (78-22) 
 

The Senate voted to clear for the president's signature a joint resolution that would provide funding for federal 
government operations until Dec. 11, 2014, at an annualized rate of $1.012 trillion. It would provide $88 mil-
lion for government efforts to fight the Ebola virus, provide U.S. border agencies with budget flexibility to 
maintain current border protection and enforcement activities and extend the Export-Import Bank's operating 

authority through June 30, 2015. 
 

Sen. Richard Burr voted YES       Sen. Kay Hagen voted YES                                  (continued on page 3) 

 

Visit and “Like” us at WNC-MOAA on Facebook 



 

Congressional News 
 

House efforts to support Veterans 
 

The act:   http://veterans.house.gov/the-veterans-access-choice-and-accountability-act-of-2014 

 

Senator Burr: Press release on Camp Lejeune:  
         Regulations for Camp Lejeune Veterans and Families Approved: Today, the Department of Veterans 

Affairs announced the publication of final regulations that will implement the “Honoring America's Vet-
erans and Caring for Camp Lejeune Families Act of 2012,” the landmark law authored by Senator 
Richard Burr that ensures health care for Camp Lejeune contamination victims. Two publications are 
being released -- one to address the care of veterans affected by the contaminated water at U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Base Camp Lejeune and the second to reimburse the expenses related to the care of fam-
ily members who were also affected... (See www.burr.senate.gov for the full text.) 

  

Senator Burr: Press release on increasing vet benefits: 
        Today, legislation cosponsored by U.S. Senator Richard Burr (R-NC), Ranking Member of the Senate 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, passed the Senate by unanimous consent.  This bipartisan legislation 
will increase veterans’ benefits to keep up with the cost of living...(See www.burr.senate.gov for the full 
text.) 

 

Senator Hagan: Press release on veterans and Camp Lejeune families:  
        Senator Kay Hagan today commented on the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) publication of the 

final regulations implementing the Honoring America's Veterans and Caring for Camp Lejeune Fami-
lies Act of 2012. Hagan played a critical role in the passage of the legislation and has worked in the 
U.S. Senate to find answers and ensure justice for the veterans and their families affected by water 
contamination at Camp Lejeune...Hagan reiterated her support for arming the moderate Syrian rebels 
and empowering the people of Syria to take control of their future...(See www.hagan.senate.gov for 
full text.) 

 

Senator Hagan: Press release on ISIS hearing: 
         Sen. Hagan reiterated her support for arming the moderate Syrian rebels and empowering the people 

of Syria to take control of their future..."It is critical that the people of Syria have an alternative other 
than ISIS, or other radical terrorist groups like it, or the Assad regime. While a strong moderate military 
force is essential, success on the battlefield can only set the conditions for a political solution in 
Syria,.." (See www.hagan.senate.gov for full text.)  

 

Senator Hagan: Press release welcoming American Legion to Charlotte: 
        "I have told the President that promises alone aren't going to get it done. The Obama Administration 

must understand that we need a complete change in culture at the VA," said Senator Hagan. "The 
Obama Administration has a long road ahead to restore the faith and trust of our veterans..." (See 
www.hagan.senate.gov for full text.) 

 

Congressman Meadows: Press release on the House passing his Hezbollah Sanctions Bill 
        The House passed the Hezbollah International Financing Prevention Act of 2014 by a vote of 404-0, 

which will place harsh sanctions on the terrorist organization Hezbollah. The U.S. must take a strong 
stand against Hezbollah, a dangerous terrorist organization that is responsible for the second largest 
number of American deaths overseas just after al Qaeda... (See http://meadows.house.gov for full 
text). 

 

Congressman Meadows announces Veterans' Solutions Seminars:  
        In October, Congressman Meadows, in partnership with the North Carolina Department of Veteran Af-

fairs (NC VA), the Winston-Salem Regional Benefit Office, and the North Carolina Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles (DMV), will host three Veterans’ Solutions Seminars across the 11th district to provide 
government assistance to those who have served our nation... (See http://meadows.house.gov for full 
text).  

 

Note: There were no veteran/military/national security-related announcements from Congressman 

McHenry's office since our last legislative affairs bulletin. 

To see how to contact your Senators or Representative, see legislative corner or Summer newsletter on our 
website:  WWW.WNC-MOAA.org  

http://www.burr.senate.gov/
http://www.burr.senate.gov/
http://www.hagan.senate.gov/
http://www.hagan.senate.gov/
http://www.hagan.senate.gov/
http://meadows.house.gov/
http://meadows.house.gov/
http://WWW.WNC-MOAA.org
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2014/5 OFICERS/BOARD MEMBERS 

Board of Directors 

President  John Knapp  CAPT USNR-Ret 

1st VP  Spence Campbell  Col USA-Ret 

2nd VP  Jeff Snyder  Col USAF-Ret 

Secretary  Marleen Varner  Aux 

Treasurer  Mike Covell  CAPT USN-Ret 

Past Pres.  Don Jackman  LTC  USA-Ret 

USA  Chuck Luce  LTC  USA-Ret 

USMC  Robert Smith  LtCol USMC-Ret 

USN  Herb Mensch  CAPT  USN-Ret 

USAF  Ken Hadeen  Col  USAF-Ret 

At Large Frank Ortiz MAJ USA-Ret 

Satellite Rep   Bob Smith  Maj  USA-Ret 

 Appointed Positions 

Sr Advisor  Rick Devereaux MajGen USAF-Ret 

Chaplain          Bob Lair  Col  USA-Ret 

NL Editor         Bob Smith  Maj  USA-Ret 

Legal Affairs  Micky Parnell  Capt  USA-Ret 

Legis. Affairs  Karen McKay  LTC  USAR-Ret 

Pers. Affairs  Ken Hadeen  Col  USAF-Ret 

VA Hosp LNO Len Baker  LTC  USA-Ret 

Webmaster     Len Baker LTC  USA-Ret 

Auxiliary LNO  Rev Nancy McCarthy 

Phone numbers listed on: WNC-MOAA.org 

WESTERN SATELLITE NEWS 

Thanks to the hard work of Brent Ramsey, Chuck Luce, 
and Frank Burda, the creation of another venue for fellow-
ship and service is progressing nicely.  At last count almost 
40 are now involved and the latest meeting will have taken 
place Oct 22 while this issue is at the printer.   

Thanks Gentlemen! 

OPPORTUNITY TO VOLUNTEER 

A-B Tech’s Veterans Café caters to students with veteran’s
status and is in need of qualified volunteers to monitor and
tutor students during a minimum of two-hour shifts. Many of
the students have returned from oversees with challenges.
Volunteers are vital to their educational success.  The café
sports a lounge, kitchen and several computers.

Thank you for any assistance you can offer. Orientation and

training provided.  Contact: Jeralie E. Andrews  828-398-

7761   jeralieeandrews@abtech.edu  

NEW BOARD APPOINTMENT 

The Rev Nancy McCarthy has been appointed Chapter Aux-
iliary Liaison.  Rev McCarthy is the widow of an Army Offi-
cer lost in Vietnam.    She is a retired Episcopal minister and 
lives in Deerfield.  We look forward to her coordinating ac-
tivities with our auxiliary members and spouses.  Welcome!  

FROM THE CHAPLAIN 

Chaplain (Colonel) Robert E. Lair, Jr., USA (Ret.)  

Archbishop William Temple (1881-1944) once remarked 

that God is interested in a lot of things besides religion. The 

ancient psalmist (24:1) declared “The earth is the Lord’s 

and all its fullness, the world and all who dwell therein.”     

FDNY MEMORIAL DECICATED IN SEMPER FI PARK 

On October 4, an early morning ceremony was held in Brooklyn to honor the 
17 FDNY firefighters who were also U.S. Marines, killed in the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. Following the ceremony, a convoy dubbed, “Iron & Steel 
Run” carried two pieces of steel from the World Trade Center to Quantico, 
Va. The Ground Zero artifacts were used during a ceremony the following day 
at Semper Fidelis Memorial Park where a new memorial was dedicated in 
honor of the fallen FDNY Marines. 

The FDNY Marine Corps Association best described the character of those 
Marines who were honored, “Not many have the privilege to earn the title 
United States Marine and even fewer have the honor to be members of the FDNY. Both of these organiza-
tions are considered the best at what they do. Both are steeped in traditions, based on honor and courage 
and selfless commitment. Both have required tremendous sacrifice from its members.”  

The FDNY memorial joins an NYPD Marine Corps Association plaque in Semper Fidelis Memorial Park, re-
membering three NYPD Marines who gave their lives during 9/11 rescue operations. 

mailto:jeralieeandrews@abtech.edu
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JROTC UPDATE: Jeff Snyder Col USAF-Ret 

The JROTC units at the 17 High Schools in western NC are getting back to business as the school year be-
gins.  New cadet officers are learning their new jobs….several units have new officers and senior NCOs who 
are getting settled into their new positions.  The chapter’s web site now lists all of the JROTC units in our 
chapter’s area of responsibility along with points of contact. 
The East Henderson High School JROTC unit presented the colors at the August luncheon and stayed after-
wards to enjoy some BBQ and listen to our guest speaker.  The North Henderson High School JROTC unit 
will present the colors at our November luncheon.  Take a minute at the luncheon to stop by and chat with 
these young people….their enthusiasm is refreshing! 

VETERANS’ DAY PARADE  
The parade will be held in Columbus, NC on November 11.  Parade will begin at 1000 Hrs. 
Grand Marshall/Guest Speaker at the Memorial Service will be Colonel J. Quincy Collins, USAF (Ret.) 
Colonel Collins was a POW for seven years in Viet Nam.  His cell mate for part of that time was John McCain. 
WNC MOAA will participate again this year, and the assembly area will be in the Food Lion parking lot. 

Contact Bob Lair for further info. Participants should be in place NOT LATER THAN 0900.   

Nine members of the Western NC chapter provided assistance to the Veteran’s Restoration Quarters (VRQ) 
during their annual Car Show fundraiser on October 18.  The chapter members ran the concession booth for 
the event, making and selling Subs to raise money for the VRQ.  Additionally, the chapter donated $500 to 
the VRQ for the event.  The chapter has often supported the VRQ over the years; the facility provides housing 
and trade skills training for homeless veterans and, through their efforts, have largely eliminated homeless-
ness among veterans in our area.  

Mike Covell manning the concession stand VP Spence Campbell, ABCCM Ex Dir Scott Rogers, 
and Sr Advisor Rick Devereaux 

VRQ CAR SHOW 

At its last meeting, the WNC MOAA Board of Directors discussed the idea of asking members to bring items 
to donate to VA patients at the Asheville VA Hospital. The board’s response to Micky Parnell’s suggestion, we 
contacted the VA and received the following list:  men’s body wash, nail clippers, toboggans, scarves, tees 
(medium -3XL) sweat pants, sweat shirts, Hoodies, (all clothing in sizes medium-3XL), plastic coat hangers, 
and triple-blade razors and shaving cream.  For the two females in the CLC (Hospice) anything that smells 
nice or looks feminine in sizes L-2XL.  Please feel free to donate other items of your choice.  ALL WNC 
MOAA members are encouraged to bring items to the November 15th general membership meeting.  

Our Chapter at Work 

VA HOSPITAL DONATION LIST 
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WNC-MOAA Treasurer’s Summary 

Bank Balance $8475.936  2014 Budget  $19245.35 

TAPS 
No losses have been reported this quarter! 

More information and links to obituaries can be found in the TAPS section of WNC-MOAA.org 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
William Ackermann LTC USA-Ret, Martha; Asheville 
Darryl Cumings Capt USAF-Fmr, Phyllis; Pisgah Forest 
Joy Deitle LCDR USN-Fmr; Waynesville 
Nancy McCarthy Aux; Asheville 
John Odell LT USN-Ret, Portia; Penrose 
Richard Rockwell LTC USA-Ret, Diana; Swannanoa 
John Vice Maj USAF-Ret, June; Columbus 
Billy Welch Maj USAF-Ret, Mary Jean; Hendersonville 
Doyle Williams Col USAF-Ret, Joan; Hendersonville 

Welcome aboard and hope to see you at the Nov 15 gathering! 

2014 CALENDAR 

REMEMBER TO VOTE NOV 4 OR UTILIZE EARLY VOTING! 

Chapter General Membership Meeting:  Saturday Nov 15, 11AM   

Black Mountain Satellite: Second Wed each odd numbered month at Highland Farms, 11:30AM  

 2015 DUES ARE DUE and PAYABLE JANUARY 1 and DELIQUENT MARCH 1 

As of Oct 20 our chapter is now 207 strong.  We do not mail out invoices or bills.  Look at the line above your 
address and it will indicate your National MOAA membership # and a DUES PAID THRU year.  Unless it is 
2015 or higher, the dues will be due Jan 1 and they can be paid in advance at any time.  If you feel the date 
shown is incorrect please contact our treasurer Mike Covell at 828-242-6816.  We hate to lose members but it 
would be a lot easier on the Board to not have to repeatedly contact members reminding them they are in ar-
rears.  National offers incentives to chapters that retain members and this helps us serve our Veteran Com-
munity. 

PERSONAL AFFAIRS INFORMATION: Ken Hadeen Col USAF-Ret 
If you haven’t updated your Wills, Power of Attorneys and Beneficiaries recently, now is a good time to stop 
and take the time to update all accounts and sources of information.  Don’t forget your digital estate!!  As we 
move into the digital age with passwords for bank accounts, investments, social media, and dozens of other 
digital accounts, instructions for survivors on how to handle each of these accounts should be made and 
available.   

ID CARDS 

Retired Military personnel, spouses, and dependents needing to renew or to obtain a new ID card can do so 
at the National Guard Armory in Asheville.  You must call for an appointment (828) 271-5000, option 3.  The 

address is:  100 Minuteman Lane which is past the Baptist Home on Richmond Hills Drive, Asheville, NC.  

ONLINE MEMBERSHIP DUES PAYMENT by CREDIT CARD 
WNC MOAA members may now pay their annual membership dues by credit card.  Here’s how it works: Log 
on to www.MOAA.org.  Select Chapters from the drop down tab at the top of the page.  When on the Chap-
ters page, select Online Chapter Dues Payment.  Complete filling out the form and your dues will be paid for 
the year.  You have just saved time and postage.  You have also saved me time from making deposits at the 
bank.  It’s a win-win operation.  At this time, you can only pay for the current year and  Auxiliary Members are 
not eligible for this service. If you have any questions, contact Mike Covell, Chapter Treasurer, 828-242-6816. 

http://www.wnc-moaa.org


7 

QUARTERLY MEETING  

Hendersonville Country Club 

Saturday Nov 15, 11AM Check-in and Social Hour 
See more program info on page one in President’s message 

MENU  

Baked Breast of Almond Chicken with Lemon Cream  Flounder Almandine 

 Green Beans Lyonnaise      Rosemary Roasted New Potatoes 

Sautéed Yellow Squash and Onions  Greek Pasta Salad 

Spinach and Mushroom Salad      Garden Salad Bowl and Dressings 
Assorted Deserts 

MajGen Devereaux sporting new headgear Mr. Jerry Hester 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Col Mike Hayden USAF-Ret 

MOAA  Director, Government Relations   
Col Hayden served a 25-year military career in air and space operations, personnel, 
recruiting, training, and education. He compiled more than 2,800 flying hours as a B-52 
instructor radar navigator and commanded an Air Force recruiting squadron in Detroit. 
He spent his last five years on active duty at the Pentagon as chief of the Military Per-
sonnel Policy Division, HQ USAF, and as chief, Personnel Services Division, for the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. As the Military Personnel Policy Division chief, he and his team 
developed and implemented a one-year drawdown of more than 24,000 airmen. In the 
latter position, he worked with MOAA in winning Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) coverage 
for survivors of service members killed on active duty. 

Hayden holds a bachelor's degree in economics from Northern Illinois University and a master's degree in 

aeronautical science from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Florida. 
He joined MOAA’s Government Relations team in July 2005, focusing on active duty and retiree compensa-
tion issues.  

AUGUST 15 GENERAL MEETING 

Our meeting followed the popular cookout theme as an informal get together on Friday starting at 4 PM.  Rick 
Devereaux introduced Mr. Jerry Hester  who serves on the World War One Centennial Commission.  Mr. 
Hester explained the mission of the organization and plans for the Commemoration. 
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THE WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

CHAPTER 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION, INC 

OF  

AMERICA, Inc. 

WNC MOUNTAIN MOAA NEWS 

Is the official publication of the WNC 
Chapter  Of  MOAA 

Published Quarterly 

Editor: 

MAJ Robert A. Smith USA-Ret. 

c/o WNC MOAA  

P. O. Box  1984 

Hendersonville NC 28793 

EditorMountainNews@WNC-MOAA.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

General Chapter Meeting Registration and Renewal Form  

Chapter Meeting/Luncheon REGISTRATION November 15, 2014  11AM Check-in/Social Hour 

Clip or Copy and Mail To: WNC MOAA; P. O. Box 1984; Hendersonville, NC 28793  

DEADLINE: Payment must be received NLT: Wednesday, Nov 12, 2014 

Make Checks payable to: WNC MOAA Enclosed is my check for ____ meal (s) At $20 per person.  

I/We plan on attending the WNC MOAA General Chapter Meeting on Saturday, Nov 15, 2014 

NAME:_________________________________ Guest: ___________________________  

Phone #: ___________________________E-mail:________________________________  

This is the 1st WNC MOAA event attended: Y/N  

————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

2015 Dues are Due and Payable Jan 1, 2015, past due March 1 

Chapter Membership RENEWAL :$25 Regular member and spouse; $5 auxiliary (surviving spouse) 

Name:__________________Rank:_______Service:____________Spouse:_______________  

Address:_______________________________________  

City: __________________________ ST:______________ Zip:_______________  

National MOAA#:____________________  

Email: ___________________________________Phone:_______________  

I would also like to contribute $______ to :______________________________  




