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Winter Newsletter 

2021 

Western North Carolina Military Officers  

Association of America 

  

2021 

Quarterly Board and Chapter meeting locations 

continue to be dependent on COVID-19 re-

strictions. Until we are able to resume normal 

gatherings at the Hendersonville Country  Club 

[1860 Hebron Rd., Hendersonville, NC 28739 

(828) 692-2261], both meetings will be conduct-

ed by means of a virtual platform.  

Meeting dates are currently set as fol-
lows: 

Board                       Chapter  

Jan 13   February 27 

April 14  May 22 

July 14  August 21 

October 13  November 20 

 

 

An Affiliate Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America 

President’s Remarks 

As I write this, it is my fervent hope and prayer that 2021 will indeed 
be a great New Year for us all. 2020 will forever be known as “the 
COVID-19 year” and all that implies. Although roll-out of the COVID-
19 vaccine has begun, we’re not out of the woods just yet. Air sup-
port is here, but the battle is still on the ground and in the trenches. 
We know how to stay safe, and we have come too far to start letting 
our guard down. Logistics supporting the vaccine is struggling, and 
we just want life to get back to normal. In-person gatherings, hugs 
and hand shakes. The whole shebang. I am with you. 

Until we can figure out what the new normal is going to be, however, 
we’re maintaining COVID precautions. Until it is safe to resume in-
person gatherings, we will continue meeting virtually with ZOOM.  

Although not the same as meeting in person, think of ZOOM gather-
ings as something akin to the old “party line” with phones. More dy-
namic than the old party line, you can join in by means of your com-
puter with visual and audio or phone. The ZOOM invitations have 
instructions for both. 

As the calendar marks annual events and traditional celebrations, 
we’ll recognize them in the safest way possible and with as much 
creativity as we can muster. Together we will endeavor to make 
2021 the year we fought and won the battle against COVID-19 and 
get this all behind us.  

Stay safe and stay in touch.  

Thank you for NEVER STOP SERVING! 

 

Donna Culp, Capt (USAF-Frm)  

President, WNC MOAA 

 

Save the Dates 

The Western North Carolina Military 

Officers Association (WNC MOAA) is 

an affiliate chapter of National 

MOAA, is nonprofit and politically 

nonpartisan.  
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Active Duty Troops 

May Help with Na-

tionwide COVID-19 

Vaccine Distribution 

 The Pentagon will provide personnel to help with 
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines across the coun-
try at the request of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA), Pentagon spokesman John 
Kirby said Jan. 28. 

 The Defense Department received a request late Jan 
27 from FEMA to assist with President Joe Biden’s 
effort to bolster vaccinations across the country. 
DoD is “evaluating the request and what kinds of 
support [DoD] can provide.” 

 Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said, “Just like we 
would get through a combatant command request, 
it’s going through the same processes. It’s being an-
alyzed for resourcing and risk by the services.”  

 The Biden administration has been negotiating with 
vaccine manufacturers Pfizer and Moderna to pur-
chase 200 million additional doses. 

 “Help is on the way,” Biden said, adding that the 
purchase would enable 300 million Americans to 
have access to a vaccine by the beginning of fall. 

For the details in the whole article go to:  

https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-

media/news-articles/2021-news-articles/active-duty-

troops-may-help-with-nationwide-covid-19-vaccine-

distribution/ 

Editor’s note: This article by Patricia Kime originally ap-

peared on Military.com, a leading source of news for 

the military and veteran community.  

Ref: moaa.org (January 29, 2021) 

In The News—  

COVID-19 Updates  

Some Test Positive After Being 
Vaccinated. Here Is Why. 
How Can That Happen? 

 Vaccines don’t work instantly. 

 Nor do they work retroactively. 

 The vaccines prevent illness, but maybe not 
infection. 

 Even the best vaccines are not perfect. 

That is why vaccinated people should keep wear-

ing masks and maintaining social distance. 

For the details in the whole article go to: 

https://news.yahoo.com/test-positive-being-

vaccinated-why-

200643383.html?.tsrc=daily_mail&uh_test=2_04 

Ref: Yahoo! News for this article in “The New 

York Times” (February 2021) 

News 13 questions state's top 
health official about low COVID-19 
Vaccine supplies in WNC  

North Carolina Department of Health and Human 
Services Secretary, Dr. Mandy Cohen says: 

 Bottom line is there are fewer doses coming 
from the federal government because of the 
huge national demand. 

 NC ranks 6th in the nation for total doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine administered. 

 Week over week our state is getting about 
140,000 doses. 

 The state’s population is more than 10 mil-
lion. Until Pfizer and Moderna can manufac-
ture more vaccines, supplies will be slim. 

For the details in the whole article go to:  

https://wlos.com/news/local/news-13-questions

-states-top-health-official-about-low-covid-19-

vaccine-supplies-in-western-north-carolina 

Ref: WLOS News 13 (January 29,2021) 
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(A version of this article originally appeared in the January 2021 

issue of Military Officer, a magazine available to all MOAA Pre-

mium and Life members.) 

MOAA has established priorities for advocacy as the 117th Con-

gress begins its work. Our focus remains on all eight of the uni-

formed services and their service-earned entitlements.  

As protecting health care and service-earned benefits contin-

ues to be a challenge, MOAA will press forward in engaging 

Congress to shape outcomes in these vital areas.  

There are steep hills before us. Our nation has a rising debt of 

more than $27 trillion, and a deficit of more than $3 trillion. In 

view of this, MOAA anticipates robust attempts to control fed-

eral budgets, reduce or eliminate unprogrammed expendi-

tures, and reduce entitlements.  

MOAA needs you to be at the ready to reach out to your legis-

lators, and keep that engagement going as needed to make 

sure your voice is heard.  

Our priorities may be updated, as warranted, during the next 

two years this Congress is in session. Together, we can succeed. 

1) Recognize the COVID-19 pandemic changed the landscape 

for many of our priorities. 

2) Protect the value of the military health care benefit. 

3) Protect the MHS pharmacy benefit and achieve flexibility 

in TRICARE pharmacy copays. 

4) Address barriers to accessing care within the MHS, includ-

ing TRICARE coverage gaps and mental health care access 

challenges. 

5) Achieve concurrent receipt of service-earned retirement 

pay and VA disability pay. 

6) Protect family support programs, and ensure military-

provided services (housing, PCS, child care) are affordable, 

readily available, and meet quality standards. 

7) Reform the presumptive process to support veterans 

claiming service-connected disabilities for toxic exposures. 

8) Achieve Equity of benefits, protections and administrative 

support for Guard/Reserve members consistent with their 

active duty counterparts. 

9) Sustain Veterans Health Administration (VHA) foundation-

al, missions and services. 

10) Protect Arlington National Cemetery as an option for those 

currently eligible to receive full Military Honors, through 

expansion of our National Cemetery. 

11) Sustain pay raises for servicemembers and COLA raises for 

retirees. 

12) Improve Survivor benefits. 

13) Ensure the Coast Guard Receives pay during Government 

shutdown. 

For the details in the whole article and links to ac-

cess each objective go to: 

https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-

media/news-articles/2020-news-articles/advocacy/

moaas-2021-legislative-priorities/ 

Ref: MOAA website. Article by MOAA Government 

Relations Staff (December 29, 2020).  

Take Action 

https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/?0 
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WNC MOAA Reflects on Extraordinary Service  

During Extraordinary Times 

Virtual Veteran’s Day at the Asheville Courthouse Features 100 -

Year-Old WWII Surgeon and MOAA Member as Keynote Speaker 

Dr. P.J. Moore, Capt, USA (Frm) sharing his 
experience as a WWII US Army Surgeon. 

Dr. Moore and wife, Elaine, sharing 
a moment before the ceremony 
begins.  

Asheville Mayor Esther 
Manheimer presenting a 
Proclamation acknowledg-
ing Dr. Moore for his ser-
vice to his community. 

Fore more details about this event and Dr. Moore, go to: 

https://wlos.com/news/local/asheville-veterans-day-ceremony-to-be-

live-streamed 

WNC MOAA President, Donna 
Culp and Dr. Moore meet again. 
Months of planning paid off when 
Donna and Elaine Moore sur-
prised Dr. Moore at his 100th 
birthday party with his MOAA Life 
Membership pin. 

Drafted into the U.S. Army in 1943 during his senior 
year as a medical student, Dr. P.J. Moore served his 
country during WW II as a surgeon revising amputa-
tions of wounded soldiers, some who had fought in 
the Battle of the Buldge. He also taught golf to his 
patients as a way to help them through their reha-
bilitation process. After the war he served the Hen-
dersonville community for another 70 years. He did-
n’t retire from medicine until he was 96 years old. In 
2011, Gov. Beverly Perdue recognized Dr. Moore 
with the Order of the Long Leaf Pine. Thank you Dr. 
Moore for your service and NEVER STOP SERVING! 

WNC MOAA Members Raise Flags In Cere-

mony at Veterans Memorial Garden 

November 13th, 2020, WNC MOAA members 
raised the flags at the new Dan and Nancy Barber 
Veterans Memorial Garden located next to Eliza-
beth House. A Four Seasons campus that cares for 
veterans and their families, this garden “is for 
them to enjoy peace and remembrance,” says 
Paige Wheeler, Four Seasons Foundation Execu-
tive Director. The formal dedication of the memo-
rial garden will be held on May 27th, 2021.  

Doing the honors of raising the flags: 

RADM Will Rodriguez, USN, Ret. 

CAPT John Knapp, USN, Ret 

CAPT Mike Covell, USN, Ret 

LTC Don Jackman, USA, Ret.  

COL Spence Campbell, USA, Ret. 

CAPT Clint Adams, USN, Ret. 

Col Henry Johnson, USAF, Ret. 

COL Gary Gresh, USA, Ret. 

COL Jerry Beschta, USA, Ret.— Provided the invo-
cation 

Thank you gentlemen for representing WNC 
MOAA, We Honor Veterans, and our great coun-
try at this event. Thank you for your service and 
NEVER STOP SERVING! 

To watch the event, go to:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=d_xLy06rsmk&feature=youtu.be&utm_content=
146270107&utm_medium=social&utm_source=fac
ebook&hss_channel=fbp-973016279486213  

Ref: Four Seasons Foundation Newsletter No-
vember 2020 newsletter 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_xLy06rsmk&feature=youtu.be&utm_content=146270107&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&hss_channel=fbp-973016279486213
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_xLy06rsmk&feature=youtu.be&utm_content=146270107&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&hss_channel=fbp-973016279486213
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_xLy06rsmk&feature=youtu.be&utm_content=146270107&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&hss_channel=fbp-973016279486213
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_xLy06rsmk&feature=youtu.be&utm_content=146270107&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&hss_channel=fbp-973016279486213
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WNC MOAA Member and Colleague Named Persons Of The Year by “The Mountaineer” 

Congratulations to Patrick Johnson, Col ,USAF (Ret), Haywood County Public Health Director (now actively retired), and Dr. Mark 
Jaben, Haywood County Medical Director who were named by The Mountaineer as Persons of the Year for their “leadership help-
ing Haywood citizens navigate the ever-changing conditions” imposed by COVID-19. Their “significant and lasting impact” has also 
been appreciated by WNC MOAA webmaster, John Culp, who  receives and posts Dr. Jaben’s weekly updates, “Let’s Talk About 
This Pandemic.” John’s intent is to help share Dr. Jaben’s timely guidance and insight across all the WNC MOAA counties to keep 
us informed and safe, and share what we learn with everyone we care about.  

Patrick Johnson and Mark Jaben have been WNC MOAA guest speakers providing up-to-the minute information with equally en-
lightening Q & A sessions. Patrick joined us as a guest speaker at the Smoky Mountain Satellite October meeting, and Dr. Jaben 
was our guest speaker in our first [ever] ZOOM Chapter meeting in November.  

Shortly after joining us as a guest speaker, Patrick joined WNC MOAA and as a resident of Waynesville is also a member of the 
Smoky Mountain Satellite.  

To learn more about Patrick and Dr. Jaben and their Haywood County Public Health Service Department teamwork go to: https://
www.themountaineer.com/news/patrick-johnson-dr-mark-jaben-chosen-as-the-mountaineer-persons-of-the-year/
article_754c38b8-479b-11eb-a343-1b55add699de.html 

Also look for related articles included in this edition of The Mountaineer:  

“Patrick Johnson, managing the ever-changing crisis” and “Dr. Mark Jaben: Becoming a COVID expert on the fly” 

Thank you Patrick and Dr. Jaben for all you are doing to help us safely navigate through COVID-19.  

Submitted by Donna Culp 

Col Patrick Johnson USAF (Ret) 
Director of Haywood County 
Health Department (Ret) - Pho-
to courtesy of “The Moun-
taineer” 

Dr. Mark Jaben, Haywood County 
Medical Director - Photo  courtesy 
of “The Mountaineer” 

WNC MOAA Member Best of Best in Hendersonville for 2020 

MAJ Ty Keplinger, USAR (Ret.) 

Congratulations to  

Ty Keplinger chosen as 
one of Hendersonville’s  

Top Employers 

edwardjones.com  

Best - 

 Benefits Program 

 Boss 

 Company Culture 

 Employee  

        Recognition  

Submitted by Mike Pomponio 
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2020 “ECU Smiles for Veterans” Day  

Something to Smile About  

As observed at the 2018 Franklin Standdown, the only dental 
care available for a veteran was a tooth extraction, not compre-
hensive dental care. David McCracken, COL USA (Ret), and then-
Chair of the WNC MOAA Smoky Mountain Satellite (SMS), began 
researching the issue. If a veteran is  not 100% disabled and has 
a service-connected dental injury, dental care was not part of 
health care with the VA.  

Called to action, members of SMS joined David in his mission to 
make comprehensive dental care a priority. Standing up the 
Smoky Mountain Outreach Foundation (SMOF) VET SMILES initi-
ative, a 501 (C)(3) and with a plan in place, the SMOF two-year 
initiative was underway.  

Partnering with ECU Dental School of Medicine at the Sylva 
Community Service Learning Center (CSLC), NC Serves, and 
members of WNC MOAA SMS, veterans identified at the Frank-
lin standdown events were screened and scheduled for treat-
ment at the CSLC on the designated ECU Smiles for Veterans 
events for the next two years. Above all, the goal for helping 
veterans establish a dental home became a reality for veterans 
living in the seven western NC counties of Cherokee, Clay, Gra-
ham, Haywood, Jackson, Macon, and Swain.  

Through the two-year initiative, constant reassessment of the 
administrative aspects of the program provided the foundation 
ground work for deciding the way forward. After two years it 
was time for the SMOF board to evaluate the viability of ex-
panding the VET SMILES initiative beyond the initial seven coun-
ties. Realizing VET SMILES had outgrown the guidelines of the 
SMOF bylaws, the SMOF board decided to officially dissolve the 
foundation December 31st, 2020 and permission was granted by 
the North Carolina Department of the Secretary of State January 
6th, 2021. 

With the dissolution of the SMOF, David established a new 501 
(C )(3), Veteran Smiles Foundation (VSF) dedicated to helping 
veterans find their dental home all across North Carolina. Con-
tinuing the relationship with ECU Dental School of Medicine as 
established in Sylva, the plan is to systematically establish Vet 
Smiles programs with the other CSLCs in Brunswick County, 
Robeson County, Lillington, Ahoskie, Elizabeth City, Davidson 
County, and Spruce Pine.  

WNC MOAA will continue its partnership with the Sylva clinic 
and coordinate efforts with VSF and NC Serves to continue to 
help identify veterans in need of dental care and a dental home 
for continuity of care, and the Chapter will contribute to the 
financial sponsorship of veterans enrolled in the program. 

Although David has relocated to Wake Forest, he is still connect-
ed to WNC through his WNC MOAA SMS friendships and ECU 
Smiles for Veterans  efforts where it all began.  

Submitted by David McCracken and Donna Culp 

 

 

 

Overview of SMOF VET SMILES Initiative  

2019: 42 veterans received $6,888 in dental services 
during the ECU Smiles for Veterans Event 

2020: 35 veterans received $6,528 in dental services 
during the ECU Smiles for Veterans Event 

David McCracken (WNC 
MOAA,SMOF), Donna Culp 
(WNC MOAA, SMOF), and 
Hunter Russ (NC Serves) 
showing off sponsors of ECU 
Vet Smiles event November 
20th, 2020. WNC MOAA is 

Beneath those 
masks are some 
smiling veterans 

David McCracken presenting The President’s Volunteer 
Service Award  for 2019 to ECU CSLC Manager Sandra 
Parrish, Director Dr. Bob Manga and Deputy Director Dr. 
Mike Garvin., “In recognition and appreciation for their 
commitment to strengthen our nation and communities 
through volunteer service.” 

Special thank you to WNC MOAA Board of Directors  for 
the monetary contributions and Smoky Mountain Satel-
lite members who have worked to make the SMOF VET 
SMILES Initiative a success: 

COL David McCracken USA (Ret.) 

CAPT Bernie Calaway USN (Ret.) 

LCDR Ron Urrutia USN (Ret.) 

LTC John Culp USA (Ret.) 

Capt Donna Culp USAF 
(Frm.) 

1LT Bill Gunn USA (Frm.) 
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WNC MOAA Supports VA Volunteer Services Programs with Christmas Drive-Thru 

Recognizing that COVID-19 put a halt to many volunteer services that support the morale and welfare of veterans in the care of 

the VA medical center, WNC MOAA members swung in to action. On December 9th, 2020, a Christmas Drive-Thru brought chap-

ter members together collecting much needed items VAVS would employ to provide comfort and cheer to veterans in their care 

through the holidays. Thanks to the support of Hendersonville Country Club manager Patrick Necessary and his staff, the Christ-

mas Drive-Thru was a huge success.  

Craig Doane, Chief of Volunteer Services and some of his staff met us at the front door with carts to receive all the donations. 

Craig has sent letters of thanks and sincere appreciation for everything received stating, “It is through the efforts of community 

partners like you that allow us to continue the quality care and services that we seek to provide our deserving Veterans. We look 

forward to the opportunity to work with you again for future events.” 

Patrick Necessary and his staff were recognized by WNC MOAA board members with a letter of appreciation and a MOAA / WNC 

MOAA certificate of appreciation and news coverage in the Hendersonville Lightning https://www.hendersonvillelightning.com/

news/9936-country-club-helps-military-officers-association-host-drive-thru-gift-drive.html. Patrick said, “I was just glad to say yes 

to something because we canceled 60 Christmas parties.”  

An all team effort from concept to completion, thank you to everyone contributing donations and participating in the 2020 

WNC MOAA Christmas Drive-Thru event and making it such a huge success.  

Thank you fjor your service and NEVER STOP SERVING!    

Most sincerely,   

Donna Culp, Capt (USAF-Frm) 

President, WNC 
MOAA 

 

 

Photo and news article by The Hen-
dersonville Lightning as covered by 
Reporter Bill Moss. Coordinated by 
Rod Nunnelee 

(L to R) Santa’s Elves— Rod Nunnelee,  Jeff 
Snyder, Donna Culp. John Culp, Mike Pomponio,  

and Mike Covell  

Drafted Elf, Vivianne Wersel 

Rod Nunnelee (L) and Jeff Snyder loading Christmas 
items for delivery to Charles George VA Medical Center 
in Asheville 

Craig Doane (L) welcoming donations provided 
by WNC MOAA Chapter members as presented by Vivi-
anne Wersel, Donna and John Culp  

 

https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-
councils/council-and-chapter-enewsletters/
council-and-chapter-news/council-and-chapter-
news-recent/ 

WNC MOAA recognized on MOAA website:  

Submitted by LTC Mike Pomponio, USAR (Ret.) 
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Three decades of perfect attendance! 
WNC MOAA VA Liaisons Rod Nunnelee 
(L), Mike Pomponio , and Marleen Var-
ner (not pictured) keep us informed 
about the VA Medical Center’s needs 
and activities we can support. Rod and 
Mike coordinated the delivery of items 
collected at the Christmas Drive-Thru 
with Craig Doane at the medical center.  

WNC MOAA Recognized for 30 Years Perfect Attendance in VA 

Volunteer Services (VAVS) Committee Meetings FY 2020 

Submitted by Donna Culp 

Scaled Back VRQ Prep & Serve 
Teams Resume After COVID-19  

Hiatus  

Adjusting to COVID-19 precautions, the Vet-
erans Restoration Quarters (VRQ) began to 
allow meal prep and serve volunteers to 
return in early Fall 2020 and WNC MOAA 
was there. Coordination and guidance be-
tween Jeff Snyder, WNC MOAA VRQ liaison 
and the VRQ director of volunteer services, 
Daniel Szemple, began to allow prep and 
serve teams of no more than 5 persons.  

Scaled back from three rotating teams of 5+ 
volunteers, Jeff puts out the call for volun-
teers and, dependent of comfort level, a 
team is assembled with a designated team 
lead.  

VRQ residents no longer eat in the dining 
room. The prep and serve team assembles 
the lunch in takeaway containers equipped 
with plasticware packets and drinks with 
lids. Residents enter the dining room one at 
a time where a VRQ staff member hands 
each resident their take away meal. Until 
further notice, the dining room is void of 
tables and chairs in accordance with no in-
person gatherings.  

Residents who are new to the VRQ or have 
indicated concerns about possible COVID-19 
exposure, reside in quarantine and meals 
are delivered to them by designated VRQ 
personnel.  

Thank you for being able to carry on this 
vital mission:  

Jeff and Paula Snyder 

John and Portia Odell 

Bonnie Hartel 

Fred and Pam Herres 

John and Donna Culp 

Thank you for your service and NEVER 
STOP SERVING!  

Rod (L), Donna, 
and Mike dis-
play the “30 
Years of Perfect 
Attendance” FY 
2020 

(L-R) John Culp, Portia Odell, Donna Culp, 
John Odell, and Bonnie Hartel  

WNC MOAA Rallies for Wreaths Across America 2020  

As soon as the call for action went out WNC MOAA members answered with 
record purchases of Christmas wreaths. On December 19th, chapter members 
mustered to lay wreaths on Veteran’s graves at the Western Carolina State Vet-
erans Cemetery in Black Mountain and Greenhill Cemetery in Waynesville.   

Thanks to your generosity we purchased 246 wreaths for Black Mountain Ceme-
tery, and contributed to the purchase of 560 wreaths for Greenhill Cemetery. It 
is with this show of respect that visitors to these cemeteries 
and passers-by can see that our Veterans are not forgotten. 
Thank you all for NEVER STOP SERVING! 

 

 

 

 

WLOS covered WAA at Greenhill Cemetery https://

wlos.com/news/local/wnc-wreaths-across-america-

event-draws-many-500-wreaths-laid-on-veteran-

graves Photo by WLOS 

A few of our chapter participants, Donna 
Culp, Patrick Cushing, Vivianne Wersel, Bette 
and Lance Dickinson, and Jon and Portia 
Odell were able to gather for a quick photo at 
Black Mountain Cemetery.   

Special thank you to Joyce Jolly for her 
leadership in getting the word out and 
organizing delivery of wreaths purchased 
by WNC MOAA members for Black Moun-
tain Cemetery; and Lonnie Pizza for his 
leadership and coordination efforts for 
wreaths laid at Greenhill Cemetery.  

Smoky Mtn. Satellite Chair Craig Love and member, John Culp participate in 
laying wreaths at Greenhill Cemetery in Waynesville. (Photo by WLOS) 
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Hails and Farewells 

Hails 

Michael Milton COL USA Ret. 

Patrick Johnson Col USAF Ret. 

Virginia Cisneros Surviving Spouse 

Stacie Listenberger MAJ USA Ret. 

Lee Ash Maj USAF Ret. 

Farewells 

       David McCracken COL USA Ret. 

TAPS 

None Reported 

 

MOAA UNIFORMED SERVICES NURSE ADVOCATES VIRTUAL CHAPTER  

https://www.musnavc.org/about 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/musnavc.org 

 

 

 

WNC MOAA Salutes Dixie Diner 

1724 Brevard Road, Hendersonville, NC 

Jim Miller & Vickie Olef, Owners 

COL Jeri Graham, ANC (Ret) and LTC Joe Gollasch, ANC (Ret) started the very first MOAA Vir-

tual Chapter in 2016, known as the MOAA Army Nurse Advocates Virtual Chapter 

(MANAVC).  This has now transitioned to an all-service MOAA Uniformed Services Nurse Ad-

vocates Virtual Chapter (MUSNAVC).  The chapter is an “affinity group”, with a strategic vi-

sion focused on healthcare issues.  Its members share camaraderie, in a virtual environment, 

with Uniformed Service Nurse Corps leaders and colleagues seeking to make a difference and 

to “Never Stop Serving”.   
COL Jeri I. Graham, USA (Ret.) 

Please feel free to reach out to 
Jeri at  

(910) 616-3487 

jigrahamusa@gmail.com  

The Western North Carolina Chapter of MOAA (Military Officers Association of 

America) applauds the Dixie Diner of Hendersonville for honoring the service of all 

military veterans by providing a monthly free breakfast during the past 21/2 years. 

Unfortunately, during the COVID-19 crisis they have been unable to continue with 

this significant service. However, they remain dedicated to resuming these recogni-

tion breakfasts once they receive approval from the North Carolina State Health 

Department authority by following the approved guidelines to prevent the spread 

of communicable diseases, including COVID-19. Hopefully these wonderful break-

fasts will soon be resumed and continue to recognize our Veterans for many years 

to come.  

Submitted by CDR, Rod Nunnelee, USNR (Ret.) 

Treasurer’s Report submitted by Mike Covell  

Balance Nov 1, 2020   $15,608.14 

Income 

 Dues      -2,150.00 

 Charitable Giving   -1,00.00 

 Awards  -95.00 

Expenses 

 Administration  - 1,000.00 

 Charity 

  SMOF  - 1,000 

  VA Hospital  - 875.00 

Balance Jan 31, 2021  16,365.16 
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NEVER STOP SERVING … CHAPTER INVOLVEMENT 

We Honor Veterans - Since November 2014, WNC MOAA, in partnership with Four Seasons Hospice, 
has honored over 638 veterans with special pinning ceremonies to salute veterans in hospice care 
and thank them for their service. Although the pinning ceremonies have been modified so as to be    
conducted remotely, the program continues. To learn more and get involved, contact John Knapp, 
828-702-3317 j.knapp4@att.net  

VRQ - Meal Prep Teams provided by WNC MOAA have been slicing, dicing, and serving lunch to homeless 
veterans the fourth Wednesday of each month for well over five years. With strict precautions and proto-
cols in place, prep/serve teams are continuing this service. Teams are limited to 5 or less. Volunteers are 

screened with a questionnaire and touchless thermometer. All volunteers are required to wear a face mask 
and gloves while working in the kitchen and to practice social distancing – being mindful of personal space 
and refraining from physical touch including handshakes, fist bumps, etc. For more information about vol-
unteering or making donations, contact Jeff Snyder, 828-684-2359 jsnyder243@aol.com  

Veterans Res-

toration 

Quarters 

(VRQ) 

Blue Ridge Honor Flight transports American veterans to Washington, DC 2-3 times each year to “visit memorials 
dedicated honor their service and sacrifices of themselves and their friends.” Although all flights scheduled for 
2020 have been suspended, there are opportunities to donate, as well as learn more about applying as an hon-
oree, guardian, or volunteer. For more information, contact Rick Devereaux, 828-772-6023 rick-
devereaux1@gmail.com or www.blueridgehonorflight.com  
 

UPDATE (2.0)  Depending on COVID-19, the 2021 flight schedule, is tentatively set for 9/18, and 10/16 out of Asheville Airport. 

JROTC – Active in 17 high schools throughout WNC, JROTC is supported by WNC MOAA with annual MOAA 
Leadership awards for rising Seniors. When group gatherings can resume, volunteers will be needed to present 
the awards. Until then, stand-by-to-stand-by.  For more information, contact Jeff Snyder, 828-684-2359 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Veteran Smiles Foundation (VSF) dedicated to helping veterans find their dental home all 
across North Carolina. Continuing the relationship with ECU Dental School of Medicine as es-
tablished in Sylva, the plan is to systematically establish Vet Smiles programs with the other 
CSLCs in Brunswick County, Robeson County, Lillington, Ahoskie, Elizabeth City, Davidson Coun-
ty, and Spruce Pine.  

WNC MOAA will continue its partnership with the Sylva clinic and coordinate efforts with VSF 
and NC Serves to continue to help identify veterans in need of dental care and a dental home 
for continuity of care. The Chapter will continue to contribute to the financial sponsorship of 
veterans enrolled in the program. For more information, contact, David McCracken, 984-233-
3350, davide@vetsmiles.org  

Helping with State Level Legislative Affairs  -  is an opportunity to reconnect with your civic 
side and connect with North Carolina law makers on issues that are key talking points by 
MOAA NC Council of Chapters. If you already have a relationship established with individual 
legislators or the 4 Senators and 10 Representatives, please contact WNC MOAA State Legisla-
tive Affairs Chair, Michael Padgett at sopadgett@aol.com  

 

Did you see this in your January 14th, 2021 MOAA 
Newsletter? Keeping this up to date also helps 

your Chapter serve you better.    Thank you! :-) 

mailto:j.knapp4@att.net
mailto:jsnyder243@aol.com
mailto:rickdevereaux1@gmail.com
mailto:rickdevereaux1@gmail.com
http://www.blueridgehonorflight.com
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WNC MOAA Chapter Members Annual dues renewal January 
1st through March 1st (Correction… not the 31st) … Apologies 

for any confusion... 

 

Join us for our General Chapter Meeting 27 February  2021 

 

MOAA: Change address, update contact information, join, renew, or 
upgrade membership 

Call the Member Service Center at (800) 234-6622 or (703) 549-2311 or 
e-mail msc@moaa.org. You also may update your membership infor-
mation online and pay your chapter dues by credit card while your at it. 
 
WNC MOAA:  Use the Join Form included in this newsletter to change 

address, update contact information, join, renew if paying by check and 

mail to PO Box 1984, Hendersonville, NC 28793 

    Or 

 “contact us” via our website https://www.wnc-moaa.org/ 
 

It’s that 

time again! 

 

Jeremy will be covering topics that address current VA 
issues about: 

Beneficiary Travel 

Backlog for obtaining DD 214s 

Veterans Court 

DFAS and VBA Coordination Problems for Retirees 

Q&A Session 

 

Location: ZOOM (by Email invitation)  

Time: 11:00 am to NLT 2:00 pm   

For your convenience the agenda will arrive with 
Email invitation the day before (Feb 26th, 2021) to 

make it easier to find in your emails. 

BYOL (Bring your own lunch) 

Guest Speaker -  

NC Department of  

Military Veteran Affairs  

Regional Officer 

Jeremy Hughes 

mailto:msc@moaa.org
https://ebiz.moaa.org/personifyebusiness/Profile/MyAccount.aspx
https://ebiz.moaa.org/personifyebusiness/Profile/MyAccount.aspx
https://www.wnc-moaa.org/
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