Western NC Chapter MOAA

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

2:30 PM

Elected:

Steve Watkins
Stacie Litsenberger
Kevin Ritter

Doug Abbotts

Joe Neubert

Directors:
Rod Honeycutt - Absent
Herb Mensch

Jeff Snyder

Jim Steinbaugh

Kevin Ritter

Rod Honeycutt - Absent
John O’'Donnell

Donna Culp - Absent

Appointed Positions:

Rick Deveraux

Donna Culp/Steve Watkins
Dr. Vivian Wersel

Tricia Vinson

Jeff Snyder

Sharon Woodcock/
Donna Culp - Absent
Steve Watkins

John Culp - Absent

Meeting was called to order at 2:30pm followed by the Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance and
Introductions of all present. Quorum was declared and followed by a motion to approve the April

TUESDAY - 23 JULY 2024
PACKA’S PLACE/THE BARN

President

15t VP/Programs Chair
2" VP/Membership Chair
Treasurer

Secretary

US Army Rep

US Navy Rep

USMC Rep

USAF Rep

At Large Rep

Black Mountain Satellite Chair
Woodfin Satellite Chair

Smokey Mountain Satellite Chair
Immediate Past President

Chaplain

Senior Advisor
Newsletter Editors
Legislative Affairs, Federal
Legislative Affairs, State
JROTC Liaison

VA Liaison

Surviving Spouse Liaison
Surviving Spouse Liaison
Webmaster

Webmaster

2024 meeting minutes. The motion was approved.
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Steve Watkins opening remarks:

1. Updated the board on the continuing issues with the National MOAA website not in
operation. National has done a terrible job in this migration to the new software, which has
restricted us from accessing any Chapter membership reports since March 1. There still is no
“get-well” date.

2. Reviewed the three Veteran Events/Standdowns conducted since May.
- Veterans Healing Farm — surprisingly no real interest by attendees.
- Haywood Community Veterans Event — 3 new members / one specifically came to see us.
- Veterans Center of Hendersonville — reconnected with 3 current members / 2 new members.
- Need to hear about veteran events happening in our area, so we can determine if we will be
available to attend.

3. Shared Chapter recruiting material that has been procured and available to Board and other
members.
a. WNC-MOAA Tri-fold brochures
b. WNC-MOAA Recruiting business cards
c. These items will be available for all recruiting events and for Board members to have

a supply.

4. Shared participation in We Honor Veterans Pinning ceremonies with Four Seasons Hospice
and Veteran Honor Ceremony with Veterans Last Patrol.

5. National MOAA Elections will run Aug 1-31. We will send information out in the newsletter
to chapter members about voting.

6. Chapter Summer newsletter submission deadline is July 25. Send items you want in the
newsletter to Steve, since Donna relinquished the newsletter editor duties.

Officer Reports:

A. Secretary: No Update to Report

B. 18t VP:
a. Provided update on the Aug 17 picnic. Invite to be sent out to all members within the
next 7-10 days. Will be free to members with charge for guests.
Catering by BEARS BBQ
b. Discussed the potential for a MOAA night at an Asheville Tourists game
c. Brainstormed other possible MOAA events / gatherings (French Broad Choc Factory)

C. 2" VP: National
a. Kevin reported he has not been able to tell if there have been any new members from
National since our last meeting, because the National website has been down since
March 1 with their “upgrade”. The monthly NRT reports have not been available.

b. Discussed that if a MOAA members take a MOAA sponsored trip (cruise, tour, etc.)
that our local receives a $50 credit. It is however up to the member to declare to the
trip organizers they are a local member to WNC MOAA.
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D. Treasurer: Doug reviewed the 2" Qtr cash flow. There were no questions.

Service Representatives & Satellite Reports:

Army & Woodfin Rep: Not in attendance

Navy Rep: No updates

Marine Corps Rep: Vacant

Air Force Rep: No update

At Large Rep: Provided update from this years JROTC award ceremonies. Very impressed

with the quality of the cadets he met.
Smoky Mountain Satellite:
Provided an update and introduction on the EQUINOX Ranch that is a PTSD healing center.
Next date for a Smokey Mountain Luncheon is 15 Sept (Tentative)
Black Mountain Satellite:

As of right now Kevin states we do not have the required 10 member minimum for the satellite. Steve
sent a list of members and prospects in the Black Mountain area to Ernie Reynolds and Kevin for
their review and recruiting.

Woodfin Satellite: Not in attendance

Appointed Positions Reports:

Chaplain: Vacant

Federal Legislative Affairs:
Dr Vivianne C Wersel, Au.D.

Navigating the Heat: How the ""Dog Days of Summer' Align with the National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) Legislative Push.

"Dog Days of Summer" describes the hottest summer period, typically from early July to mid-
August. This expression originates from ancient Greek and Roman beliefs, associating this time with
the rising of Sirius, the Dog Star, which was believed to bring heat, drought, sluggishness, and fever.
The intense heat was thought to impact humans and dogs (Boeckman, 2024.) This phrase is
commonly used to indicate the peak of summer heat and has no connection to legislative matters.
However, during the Dog Days of Summer, the House of Representatives and Senate finalize their
versions of the NDAA (National et al. Act). This timing follows tradition, as these legislative
processes coincide with the warm days of summer. Both chambers must complete their version of the
NDAA during the Dog Days of Summer because the final version is a timely process (see process
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below) for the following year’s budget. The NDAA is essential legislation that approves annual
funding for the Department of Defense (DoD).

Some individuals may feel uncomfortable during scorching summer days due to hot and humid
afternoons, unruly hair days, and increased electricity bills. Nevertheless, it is crucial to acknowledge
the significant role played by both the House and the Senate in formulating their respective bills for
the NDAA, even amidst extreme heat during these Dog Days of Summer.

What exactly is the NDAA?

The National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) is a federal law that details the Department of
Defense's policies, budgets, and expenditures (Wikipedia 2024). This legislation is an annual event
approved by the House of Representatives and the Senate before the President's signing into law. The
NDAA determines the following year's defense budget and provides guidance for policy changes,
influencing sectors like active-duty, veterans, National Guard and Reserves members, survivors, and
families connected to the military.

Key Dates.
House of Representatives HR 8070 Signed their version of the NDAA on June 18, 2024.

Senate Bill 4638, Signed their version of the NDAA on July 8, 2024.

Process Overview.

* Each chamber drafts its version of the bill (H.R. 8070 & S. 4638) outlining what should be included
in the NDAA.

* A Conference Committee composed of members from both chambers merges the two bills to create
a definitive version.

* Differences between the bills are reconciled and reviewed by the committee.

* The Conference Committee produces a final bill (conference report) agreed upon by both chambers
and explains any discrepancies.

* The bill is then submitted to the president for approval. The President holds the power to veto,
though Congress can overturn it with a two-thirds majority vote in such a case.

* Once the process is finished and the President signs the document (not vetoed), it guarantees
funding for the military in the next fiscal year.

Reference:

Boeckman, C. (2024). Dog Days: What are the Dog Days of Summer? Almanac 2024. Retrieved July
18, 2024, from www.almanac.com/content/what-are-dog-days-summer.

National Defense Authorization Act. (2024, July 18). In Wikipedia. Retrieved July 18, 2024, from
National Defense Authorization Act - Wikipedia.

Your Opinion and Voice Counts!

MOAA has made it easier for members to contact elected officials in North Carolina (NC) with just a
click. About 30 MOAA-supported active legislative campaigns ready to send letters are available for
members to connect with NC elected officials on critical military, retiree, National Guard, Reserve,
Survivors, and military family matters.
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Legislative Action Center

It is essential to make your voice heard. Here is how.

e Start by visiting MOAA.org.
e Go to the Advocacy section in the top menu.
e Click on Legislative Action Center. Follow the instructions provided for each legislation to
write, call, or share your story.
Highlighted MOAA Endorsed Legislation (not exhaustive)

See seven of the more than thirty legislative campaigns MOAA supports below. This is a
collaborative effort for MOAA members in Western North Carolina to educate NC elected officials on
endorsing legislation that benefits MOAA members, especially those in our region.

H.R. 8371, Senator Elizabeth Dole 21st Century Veterans Health Care and Benefits Improvement
Act.

S. 3746, the Gold Star and Surviving Spouse Career Services Act.

H.R. 1413 Expanding America’s National Cemetery.

H.R. 4518/S. 1792, the CARE Act of 2023.

H.R. 1139/S. 740, the GUARD VA Benefits Act of 2023.

S. 1670/H.R. 3668, the TRICARE Fairness for National Guard and Reserve Retirees Act.
H.R. 1083/S. 414 the Caring for Survivors Act Bipartisan legislation.

(S: Senate H.R.: House of Representative).

These are relevant to our state, region, and chapter; however, you can find more legislation at
MOAA's Legislative Action Center! Let your voice be heard today!

State Legislative Affairs:
Department of Military & Veteran Affairs Update BY LTC (R) TRICIA VINSON

Welcome to the dog days of summer! A quick reminder from the spring newsletter: Secretary Gaskin
retired on 1 April, and Governor Cooper named Secretary Grier Martin his replacement for the
Department of Military and Veteran Affairs (DMVA). Recognizing the vital importance of meeting in
person with a new leader, there have been two scheduling efforts between the NC Veteran’s Council
(NCVC) and Secretary Martin, each appointment getting overcome by unforeseen events and
postponed. We understand the significance of this meeting and its role in our shared mission. No new
date has been rescheduled, and elections for the council are pending. The NC DMVA and the NCVC
are committed to establishing a good working relationship, and I look forward to that meeting and
continued email exchanges in the interim.
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Since Secretary Martin has taken over, he has been meeting with the leaders of the state legislature
and various state committees, the VA Secretary, spent the day at Camp Lejeune with Governor
Cooper getting familiar with his new state responsibilities. He met in May with the House Military
and Veteran Affairs Committee meeting and gave his update on the Fayetteville State Veteran’s Home
Closure. His position was that all the displaced veterans have been placed and are being taken care
of, so an immediate decision on the facility is not specifically needed. Secretary Martin wants to
make a deliberate review of what has been done, and what is possible and visit and walk the home in
person and see the condition for himself before he makes any recommendations on whether the
facility could be repaired or warrants replacement. This thorough and meticulous approach, which
underscores the seriousness with which Secretary Martin is approaching this issue, provides
reassurance to all stakeholders. So, Secretary Martin requested more research and a better
understanding of the situation, possibilities, costs, risks, timelines, etc. The House committee
concurred with his approach. The decision has the potential to cost between $27-$60M, so not one to
be made lightly. Since the DM VA has a significant say in that decision as the overall manager of the
program, a deliberate evaluation is appropriate for the new Secretary.

On 28 June, the NC DM VA released its online 2024/2025 Resource Guide, which is supposed to be
an updated, accessible resource available to veterans, military service members, and their families.
The link is DMVA_Resource_Guide-202425.pdf | DMVA (nc.gov). A limited number of hard copies
are also available in various offices. If you want a hard copy, I recommend you call your local county
veteran service officer for where to find one.

The State General Assembly is in its short session since this is an election year, although we have not
identified any specific session end date. Generally, there is minimal legislative action in a brief
session; primarily, the session is focused on budget-related adjustments.

Per legislative process rules, if a bill has been passed by either the House or the Senate during their
2023 long session, it is put on a ‘crossover’ list and can be considered during the short session. As
mentioned in the last newsletter, over 250 bills made that list, with 6 having a veteran/military focus.
There has been no movement on those six bills so far. Eligibility doesn’t guarantee progression,
although leadership can make an exception and consider other bills. So far, the session has dealt with
budget and appropriations-type issues, such as allocations for flood mitigation efforts/strategies and
some scholarship funding discussions. One exception is an interstate compact occupational licensing
bill that was introduced with similar vocabulary in both the House and the Senate (HB 1056 & SB
879) at the beginning of May and seems to be getting prepped for a general assembly vote. Senator
Hise, one of our WNC senators and the Senate’s Deputy President Pro Tempore, introduced it as the
bill’s primary sponsor (SB 879). On the House side, the Primary Sponsor is Representative White,
who comes from the medical profession, for HB1056. This is not a ‘veteran or military focused’ but
for the good of all North Carolinians bill that also benefits the military. The compact hit the magic
seven-state activation requirement in May, probably why the legislature brought it up so quickly. If
they approve it, the compact goes active immediately. The compact supports Physician Assistant
licensing in all participating states and, therefore, helps support military licensing portability in NC if
it does get passed. For that reason, an exception was made to consider it this year.

One bill that has been passed officially goes into effect on 1 October 2024 for sections 8.1(a)-(c), (e),
(F)&17. It was ratified and known as 2023-129 & HB125, the NC Health & Human Services Workforce
Act, which includes statute changes to allow ‘Military Relocation licenses for Physicians and
Physician Assistant Servicemembers and Spouses’ that meet specific stipulations to practice in NC.
This significant change in the law is designed to make it easier for military members and their
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spouses to continue their medical careers when they move to North Carolina. A laundry list of
requirements includes movement due to military orders, notification to the appropriate medical
licensing board, paying specific application fees, currency, and equivalency licensing requirements.
This section, in statute is 90-12.02, looks to have become effective on 1 February 2024. This is the
first NC licensing change we’ve seen that has been adopted to support the federal Military Spouse
Licensing Relief Act of 2021, signed on 6 Jan 2023, while maintaining NC state authorities' licensing
and certification standards. The NC bill update changes are, at best, confusing and seem to be
included in a catch-all bill with lots of strike-through adjustments, but they are an improvement and
support for our military members moving to NC under orders. We have been working towards a
more generalized licensing portability goal. However, any step, whether an interstate compact or
adjusting current law, shows promise and acknowledges the need to address our military members
and their spouses' PCS certification/licensing needs.

Please let the board know if you have specific state military/veteran legislative issues you want
prioritized for the next couple of years. We always appreciate your input. Your board is always
looking at known and new issues and determining if we need to reprioritize our efforts when working
with the DMVA and or the State legislature. We look for opportunities to support our chapter
membership and to highlight what is important to you. Your input is crucial in this process, and we
are committed to addressing your needs and concerns.

VA Liaison: John Shawkins
- Submitted his resignation as the VA Liaison due to some life events for both he and his wife
that are requiring a great deal of his time.
- VA Hospital Update — just came out this afternoon. It will be reviewed and pertinent
information will be published to members. There have only been a couple of hospital
updates this summer.

JROTC :

Surviving Spouse Liaison:

Senior Advisor:
1. Service academy applications are being accepted by Chuck Edwards’ office.
2. Heis always getting calls looking for speakers for Buncombe County veterans related events.
So, if there are any volunteers for that kind of thing, Rick would appreciate an email.

Past President: Not in attendance
Newsletter/Website:

Chapter Summer newsletter submission deadline is July 25. Send items you want in the newsletter to
Steve as the newsletter editor.
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Chapter involvement partnership updates:
VRQ - Jeff Snyder:

Old Business:

1. Acknowledging the online Board vote for $1,000.00 to support August Picnic was approved
by majority vote on July 11, 2024.

2. 2023 donations to the Chapter ($1040) — the Board voted to allocate the funds to the chapter
picnic and other operating expenses.

3. The satellites will submit all funding requests to the Treasurer, if funds are needed for satellite
events.

New Business:
e August Picnic: Planning committee to be formed by Stacie to propose menu, cost, activities,
etc. and discuss with full Board

e Update regarding upcoming 2024 events/activities

1. Blue Ridge Honor Flight — next flight is September 28, 2024. The chapter will notify
members and encourage them to participate as a group in the Welcome Home.

2. Wreaths Across America: Planning to encourage Chapter members to support funding of
wreaths along with transportation and placement on graves. December 14" is Wreaths
Across America Day.

3. Rafting trip with NOC on August 22" — Half-day trip on the French Broad River.

4. Asheville Tourist Baseball game — team POC has not returned Stacie’s phone calls. We
will just pick a night to attend — August 28"

5. Stacie will schedule a Chocolate Factory tour in October and publish the information to
the members.

e Board vacancies
1. USMC Rep / Chaplain / Black Mtn Chair / VA Liaison

Open Items:
1. Discussed the next Board meeting being on weekday vs Saturday
a. October 22" was selected.
b. Location — Herb is going to check on availability at his retirement community.
C. 2pm start time was decided.

Meeting was closed at 4:15 pm
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Attachments:
1. Meeting Agenda
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Vision: To be a source of information, support, and social engagements for our membership; to provide

programs and services for the common good of our communities; and to be a powerful voice supporting
MOAA & veterans at the local, state, and national levels.

Purpose: To brief/update the Board on the status of the organization; to obtain 'approval' for continuing
operations; to gain oversight and guidance from Board members and approve budget.

2:30pm Welcome
a) Roll Call - Quorum
b) Pledge of Allegiance
¢) Invocation
d) Introductions

2:40pm Approval of April Minutes
2:42pm President’s remarks — Steve Watkins

2:47pm Officer Reports (5 minutes each)
a) Secretary — Joe Neubert
b) 1st VP — Stacie Litsenberger
¢) 2na VP — Kevin Ritter
d) Treasurer — Doug Abbotts
1) 2023 Donation collected to be disbursed in 2024

3:07pm Service Representatives & Satellite Reports (3 minutes each)
a) Army Rep — Rod Honeycutt
b) Navy Rep — Herb Mensch
c¢) Marine Corps Rep — vacant
d) Air Force Rep — Jeff Snyder
e) At Large Rep — Jim Steinbaugh
f) Smoky Mtn Chair — John O’'Donnell
g) Woodfin Chair — Rod Honeycultt
h) Black Mtn — Kevin Ritter

3:31pm Appointed Positions Reports (2 minutes each)
a) Chaplain — vacant
b) Federal Legislation — Dr. Vivianne Wersel
c) State Legislation — Tricia Vinson
d) VA Liaisons — John Shawkins
e) JROTC — Jeff Snyder
f) Surviving Spouse Liaison — Sharon Woodcock
g) Senior Advisor — Rick Deveraux
h) Past President — Donna Culp
i) Newsletter/Website — Newsletter suspense to Steve: 25 July

3:49pm Old Business
a) Acknowledging the online Board vote for $1,000.00 to support August Picnic.
b) 2023 donations to the Chapter ($1040) — solicitations will be placed in the
newsletter and Steve will reach out to past Veteran Service organizations that
we have supported.
WNC-MOAA BOD Meeting
c¢) Satellites submitting funding requests to the Treasurer.
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3:55pm New Business
a) Vacant Board Positions
1) USMC Rep / Chaplain / Black Mtn /

b) Membership Picnic
1) Planning committee update

c¢) Finances
1) 2024 Budget Update

d) Scheduled/scheduling activities/events
1) Blue Ridge Honor Flight — 28 September 2024
2) Wreaths Across America — 14 December 2024
3) Satellite events?
4) Workshop — Preparation for Death of Veteran Spouse

e) October 2024 Board meeting
1) Date options: 15, 16 or 22 October?
2) Time: What works for mid or late afternoon?
3) Locations: meeting location?

f) Open Issues
a) 4:20 Next General Membership meeting — Picnic - 17 August
b) Next General Membership meeting: Picnic - 17 August
c) Next Board meeting October 2024 — Date: Location: TBD
d) Next General Membership Lunch meeting: 16 November
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